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The closest touch... 

This was immediate build-up to the moment that almost 
decided the thirty-four motos, seventeen Grand Prix and six 
months of the MX2 FIM Motocross World Championship. 
Alex Tonkov is already starting to try and avoid Jordi Tixier 
as the KTM man missed a gear on the take-off of this jump 
on the first lap of the GP of Leon. The Russian would end up 
with his arm swallowed in Tixier’s rear wheel and third de¬ 
gree burns. Tixier would then begin a course to title destiny 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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It is almost twenty years since Valentino Rossi arrived in 
Grand Prix and thrilled a legion of passionate Italian motor¬ 
cycle racing fans. After his emotional success at Assen last 
year ‘46’ showed he still has the ability to wow the crowds 
and he couldn’t have picked a better venue than Misano. 

Like in Holland last summer there will not be a more popu¬ 
lar victory in MotoGP this season...unless Rossi can notch a 
82nd premier class win in the remaining five rounds 

Photo by Martin Heath www.martinheathphoto 











fin 


MM M 











On the (eight) ball... ^ 

Ray Archer gets in the heart of a Red Bull KTM and 
Tony Cairoli scrum for the sixth season in a row as the 
Sicilian confirmed the inevitable with MXGP champi¬ 
onship success in Goias, Brazil. TC222 equalled Stefan 
Everts’ peerless title streak this century with six cham¬ 
pionships in a row (2001-2006) and cranked his total 
up to eight. Now just to handle Ryan Villopoto in 2015 

Photo by Ray Archer ^ 
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I n the unlikeliest of places for Grand Prix mo- 
tocross a truly gripping, nervy and captivating 
final episode of the 2014 series was played out. 
By now the facts are well known and Jordi Tixier 
might have shed the effects of his title-celebra¬ 
tion hangover by the time this passage appears 
online. It is not difficult to describe what hap¬ 
pened in Mexico but it is another job altogether 
to summarise the atmosphere and feelings that 
reverberated around the flat and rudimentary 
facility of Leon. 

From the moment that Jeffrey Herlings - pale, 
thin, preoccupied - limped into the paddock on 
Saturday there were stages of hysteria, caginess, 
second-guessing, a steady strain of tension and 
then utter disbelief as Tixier largely constructed 
a wealth of drama through thirty five minutes of 
verve in that second moto, the last moto of the 
year. From the tangle with Tonkov on the first 
lap, the mistakes that almost put him on the 
floor, the pursuit of Herlings, the collision mid¬ 
air with Lieber and the changing destination of 
the MX2 championship even into the last two 
minutes of the season it was a blitz of action 
and consequence that was hard to break away 
from...even for a second. 

For his immense effort in that race, as well as 
the victory in the first moto under intense scruti¬ 
ny from Wilvo Nestaan Husqvarna’s Romain Feb- 
vre, Tixier did not snatch the title from Herlings’ 
grasp but firmly planted two hands on it and 
muscled the powerful and peerless Dutchman 
into the realms of despair. The Frenchman’s feat 
to accumulate 167 points in four rounds, earn 
two overall victories and deal with a spotlight so 
harsh it could burn was the basis of his achieve¬ 
ment and the startling fact that KTM have now 
fostered five different world champions in MX2 
in an unbroken run since 2008. 

The champions dealt fantastically with the 
strained atmosphere and two protagonists go¬ 
ing for the same prize separated by only a few 
metres in the paddock box. They were fortunate 
that the group is tightly knit and friendly and 
through interviews beforehand it was possible 
to see that it would take much more than some 
nail-biting moments on the track for the team to 
fall into chaos. 
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Outside of the orange sphere and Alex Tonkov 
and CLS Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Dylan Fer- 
randis carried their wounds from two incidents 
on the same jump and the repercussions could 
affect their participation in the upcoming 68th 
Motocross of Nations. Honda Gariboldi’s Tim 
Gajser was superb at the front for the second 
time in the space of seven days and the sec¬ 
ond moto victory of his career simply embel¬ 
lished his credentials as a major player in MX2 
for 2015. Valentin Guillod also lifted his second 
podium trophy of the year and the Swiss will 
be another to watch next season. Full credit to 
Guillod’s team-mate Julien Lieber for his pace 
and swift adaptation to the Standing Construct 
KTM. The diminutive Belgian demonstrated in 
just his second appearance in orange that his 
lack of results and promise on the factory Su¬ 
zuki for the past two years was not solely down 
to the rider. Further down the pecking order 
and it is worth mentioning the tenth position 
overall for Japanese rookie Kei Yamamoto. 

The HRC backed racer marked a personal and 
career best in Mexico. Sadly it could be his last 
in Grand Prix after a tough and educational 
term in 2014. 

The Grand Prix paddock was condensed and 
operated out of crates for the third time in 
2014 and despite the upheaval and costs of 
travelling to another continent (a stretch too 
far for some teams as the entry lists barely 
crested 25 per class) Leon - and Goias the 
previous week - were two admirable and rela¬ 
tively strong events to complete the calendar. 

In Brazil the Romagnolli group brought their 
usual high standards of presentation to the 
Grand Prix and some riders felt that the freshly 
constructed track just outside Goiania was one 
of the best of the season. The second ever trip 
to Mexico was a contrast. The venue did not 
impress - the single road entry was archaic by 
modern Grand Prix standards - but the level 
of promotion (huge billboards and countless 
posters throughout the city, various TV spots 
and a vast team of workers on site) was per¬ 
haps the most comprehensive and prolific of 
the year. Crucially Trindade and Leon were 
GP first-timers and while the crowd turnout 
seemed slight in Brazil the response was 


encouraging in Mexico. Many meetings have 
made a strong first showing and then have 
scaled back in subsequent editions but there is 
hope that these fixtures and locations can es¬ 
tablish and prosper because there is potential, 
enthusiasm and - importantly - financial back¬ 
ing to make them happen. A healthy quota of 
the paddock might steer clear of the circuit 
hospitality in Mexico however after a bout of 
stomach problems erupted over the weekend. 

Over in MXGP and the same three podium 
finishers that opened 2014 in Qatar bookended 
the premier class championship. Monster 
Energy Kawasaki Racing Team’s Gautier Pau¬ 
lin arrived back to the confidence and level of 
technique that made such a powerful impres¬ 
sion under the Losail lights and that cast him 
as one of Tony Cairoli’s strongest challengers 
before his injury in the second moto in Holland 
for round six. Paulin excelled in the last sprint 
of the season when the track was at its hardest 
and slickest. Cairoli spent the day giving chase 
as did Rockstar Energy Suzuki’s Kevin Strijbos. 
The Belgian has been very strong in the latter 
half of the MXGP campaign but has lacked the 
final edge of performance to snare victory; the 
kind of instinct that Honda World Motocross’ 
Max Nagl showed in the first moto and almost 
did again until he was swamped by the train of 
the three riders in pursuit. After his dominant 
triumph in Brazil the previous week the Ger¬ 
man can enter the off-season with his tail-up 
and also punching out from a two year stint 
with HRC with a buoyant set of results. 

The tussle to be the fifth best rider in MXGP 
in 2014 was won by Monster Energy Kawasaki 
Racing Team’s Steven Frossard. The French¬ 
man nursed a sore left ankle and was in dan¬ 
ger of being superseded by Hitachi Construc¬ 
tion Machinery UK KTM Shaun Simpson after 
the first moto but the Scot’s hopes would be 
dashed after two crashes in the second race 
led to his retirement and he was even bumped 
down to seventh for the year by the deter¬ 
mined Nagl. Only four points -that number 
again - made the difference after thirty four 
motos. 



For the second week in succession the paddock 
partied on Sunday night. After Cairoli’s raucous 
festivities in Brazil now it was the turn of Tixier 
and the emotions of Sunday were released with 
plenty of tequila. At the circuit the freighted bikes 
and numerous crates began their journey back to 
Europe but the Motocross of Nations on Septem¬ 
ber 28th meant that the work was not yet over for 
most of the factory crews. 
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Paulin gets air for win number two of 
2014. Nagl checks out the HRC data. Hi 
starts were again superb. Christophe 
Charlier contemplates the end of a MX2 
career as Strijbos (22) gets the Suzuki 
out of the gate using first gear 
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Gajser keeps his focus... 
The incident between 
Tonkov and Tixier. It was 
hard to ascribe blame 
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THE BULLET... 


We grabbed an exclusive chat with a gaunt 
and pale outgoing number one after the Grand 
Prix; wincing in pain and clearly still trying to 
deal with the disappointment of the finality of 
what had been a dominant campaign. Here is 
what the recently turned 20 year old had to 
say... 

Jeff, did you believe you would win it anyway 
this year? 145 points was still a lot when you 
were lying in a hospital bed... 

Well, I wish it had been 149 points! It’s racing. 
I’m happy for Jordi but I’m also disappointed 
because I worked so hard and there have been 
many disappointing things and bad luck hap¬ 
pening this year. Obviously Jordi had all the 
luck in the world with me being injured and 
[Arnaud] Tonus and [Glenn] Coldenhoff also 
out. Anything can happen in motocross. He is 
World Champion and I’m not but I know I was 
the fastest guy and dominated all season. In 
my heart I know I was the best. 

Was it hard to watch those races in Czech, 
Belgium and Brazil and see Jordi taking all 
those points away? 

Definitely; that’s why I came here. There was 
so much frustration. Before the Grand Prix in 
Brazil I was not planning to ride until I had 
totally recovered and then in Brazil he didn’t 
do so well. So I was hoping if he would go 5-5 
here and I could manage something like a 12- 
12 then I would get the championship. I must 
say that I was really shocked. He had a lot of 
pressure on him whereas I’m kinda used to 
that now. I was going for my third champion¬ 
ship and had faced bigger fires. Still he did a 
good job. 


Was there a point when you got the stomach 
infection and you thought: ‘man, anything 
else?!’? 

I was like ‘god hates me so frickin bad’! So 
much bad luck. This is just a year to forget 
quickly. I’ve done some great things and have 
shown some great speed but - f**k - I want it 
to be 2015 already. 

You must have had people telling you not to 
come here...was it a tricky decision? 

Yeah, I just had to follow my heart. All the doc¬ 
tors said I should not go except for one really 
good one in Belgium who said there was a 
possibility, but whenever I’d put my foot on the 
ground or hit a jump then I would die with the 
pain. I didn’t know beforehand that this track 
would feature so many left turns and big jumps 
so that was a bit of a surprise. If I had to do 
it again then I wouldn’t. I’ve learned a lot this 
year and made some mistakes but I will get 
better in the future. I’m crazy about breaking 
records so it is painful to lose this third one by 
just four points. 

Was it awkward coming into the paddock and 
having everybody in your face and wanting 
your time? 

I hadn’t seen the team in a long time and all 
the press just wanted to get news but I didn’t 
really have any for them because I was so busy 
with my leg. Whenever I rode I had to get it 
treated, iced, taped. It has been a crazy two 
days. What a drama. 


Did you come in with a plan to try and psych- 
out Jordi a little bit? 

My main goal was to break him mentally. No¬ 
body knew how I was going to ride and wheth¬ 
er I would have pain. Obviously he was riding 
really well yesterday but he could not have 
known how I would do. I knew already that I 
would be in a lot of pain...but he didn’t. In the 
first moto I expected him to fail and take a top 
five but he didn’t give a kick and won it. Since 
I got injured Jordi has been learning a lot and 
hasn’t failed. It didn’t work out like I hoped. 

This is an extreme example of why staying in 
MX2 for another year wasn’t such a bad idea. 
You cannot count your chickens... 

Yeah, obviously this wasn't planned. I was 
twenty years old two days ago so I’m start¬ 
ing to be an old man! One more year in MX2 
should be OK and then normally the plan 
would be MXGP the year after. Also my con¬ 
tract with KTM finishes at the end of next year. 

I really feel like I have failed, especially for 
the team. I was the number one guy and had 
all the ‘Herlings, best MX2 rider on the planet 
blah, blah’ but I didn’t bring the championship 
home. 

So you are never going to touch an 85 again... 

Oh...don’t ask me about that ever again. 

Even though it has been traumatic it has still 
been a fantastic story this weekend, especial¬ 
ly for people watching here and on TV... 

They had a good race to watch! Like I said 
I’ve shown some great things and some crazy 
things. It is not normal to race with a broken 
femur after seven weeks because normally it 
takes three-six months. To do that makes me 
feel a bit stupid but at the same moment I feel 
like I have shown everybody how badly I want¬ 
ed it. I know in my heart I was the best guy 
and this is not the Max Anstie-way-of-talking- 
bullshit but I won 12 out of the 13 GPs I raced 
and the one I didn’t get was because I had a 
broken leg. Next year will be a new season and 
I’ll hope for more luck. 

What now? 

I am going to lie on the couch for two months! 


I have nothing planned. I guess the next race 
will be some time in February. I just want to 
get healed and have the bone like new, as well 
as the pin out. Hopefully I should be riding 
sometime in December. 
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CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

2 

Max Nagl, GER 

Honda 

3 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

4 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 

5 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

Yamaha 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 

2 

Tim Gajser, SLO 

Honda 

3 

Valentin Guillod, SUI 

KTM 

4 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

Husqvarna 

5 

Arnaud Tonus, SUI 

Kawasaki 


FINAL MXGP CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

747 

2 

Jeremy Van Horebeek 

628 

3 

Kevin Strijbos 

572 

4 

Clement Desalle 

484 

5 

Steven Frossard 

419 


FINAL MX2 CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jordi Tixier 

616 

2 

Jeffrey Herlings 

612 

3 

Romain Febvre 

570 

4 

Dylan Ferrandis 

533 

5 

Tim Gajser 

528 











































FOR BAR-TO-BAR COMBAT IN MOTOCROSS 


Supercross is decided in man-against-man combat. The KTM 450 SX-F delivers 
professional performance and outstanding handling for the world’s fastest racers. 
Ken Roczen and KTM: Premium Control, READY TO RACE. 


450 SX-F 
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THE WAIT... 


By Adam Wheeler 

W riting any news on the 2015 FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship this summer 
has been bloody tricky. There is only one fac¬ 
tory team that will keep the same rider line-up 
for next year and all the other significant power 
players in MXGP are keeping tight-lipped about 
their new acquisitions. It means any journal¬ 
ists reporting on the sport have to wheel out 
terms like ‘apparently’, ‘allegedly’ and ‘accord¬ 
ing to gossip’. These transfers actually matter. It 
means the landscape of MXGP shifts: fan groups 
realign, sponsors re-evaluate and manufac¬ 
turer’s readjust their priorities for competition, 
marketing and their overall ‘gain’ from racing. 

So why the big silence? In the past we’ve had 
press conferences announcing the signature of 
a promising or top level athlete and it creates 
a buzz. At the very least it spikes a brief mo¬ 
ment of publicity for the parties involved. It also 
gives the media something to comment on and 
debate until the racing season gets underway 
again. There seems to be several reasons why 
press releases are coming later (or perhaps not 
at all such was the case for the Rockstar Suzuki 
World MXGP team in 2013 and the Belgians are 
again the ones unchanged for 15 with Clement 
Desalle and Kevin Strijbos...but that’s not of¬ 
ficially official yet). Lingering sponsor and brand 
obligations on current 2014 contracts is one 
cause - and as we mentioned there seems to 
be more movement for 15 compared to the last 
two years - and paths of protocol seems to be 
another, especially among the Japanese. In an 
effort to learn a bit more from the people who 
actually negotiate and make the contracts in the 
paddock I asked Honda World Motocross Gen¬ 
eral Manager Roger Harvey for his perspective 
from within the HRC awning. 


“There are arrangements for 2014 still in place 
so they [the riders] are obliged not to talk about 
anything,” he affirms. “It is getting earlier and 
earlier in the year to sort out contracts so I think 
there is a mutual respect among the manufac¬ 
turers during the racing season that no an¬ 
nouncements will be made.” 

“It also has to fall in the press and PR situation 
of each company and that is why we, as Honda, 
are not at liberty to say anything at the mo¬ 
ment.” 

‘Officially’ nobody is yet moving anywhere 
in 2015 even though the 14 season has just 
closed. Former World Champion Tyla Rattray 
has left the works Red Bull IceOne Husqvama 
team by mutual consent but is ‘currently’ in 
limbo. Of course all of the paddock and most 
of MXGP’s followers know - or have an inkling 
of - who is going where; apart from the situation 
with Ryan Villopoto however a ‘yes or no’ is fi¬ 
nally imminent and should be solved this week. 

It makes the whole episode of not talking about 
a fresh direction or new employee almost point¬ 
less. In fact you could argue that an announce¬ 
ment would benefit those confirming deals and 
arrangements as the publicity drive can start 
early and not have to wait until the malaise of 
winter and a December 31st deadline on old 
contracts. People love to gossip and ruminate in 
any sport and MXGP is no different especially 
when the stakes seem to go up for one of the 
few elite racers. I expect the fuss around the 
destination of Jeffrey Herlings’ services in the 
middle stages of 2015 to hit levels of specula¬ 
tion and analysis perhaps unseen in MXGP for 
many years. KTM will have to move swiftly to re¬ 
secure the most bankable asset in Grand Prix. 



“It is such a small sport that everybody knows 
immediately what is happening,” admits Harvey. 
“You can do a deal and within one hour some¬ 
body can come up to you and ask about it! It 
comes out through the other side. The teams 
that have made the signing will talk about it 
when they think is the right time but maybe the 
manufacturer that the rider turned down will 
have the information out there.” 

Leaks happen and if it isn’t through somebody 
close to the rider or team then through the 
myriad of partners that have to be informed of 
the decision. There are negotiations going on 
behind the scenes. The rider is the first piece 
of the jigsaw - and this is when he or she be¬ 
comes an asset - as the teams then look to 
secure support and interest on the back of that 
‘name’. “That work is going on and some infor¬ 
mation has to be shared with sponsors that you 
either have or you want and that can be another 
source of the gossip,” says Harvey. “The spon¬ 
sors are partner of the team so they need to 
know our plans.” 

Currently the snowball of revelation in MXGP is 
wavering at the top of the mountain. As soon 
as it starts to roll with the public declaration 
around the likes of Villopoto, Paulin, Nagl and 
Searle then the rest will follow. It could happen 
as early as the week after the Motocross of Na¬ 
tions but then it could also drag into next year... 
whereby it will be only a matter of months and 
weeks before the whole cycle of attempted hush 
begins again. 

Jordi Tixier’s title victory in Mexico was an 
extreme example of the futility of forecasting 
a sporting outcome. During the middle of the 
season and in the midst of his eleven Grand 


Prix wins in a row if someone had suggested 
that Jeffrey Herlings would not end 2014 as a 
three time world champion then it would have 
seemed beyond the absurd. Racers like to dash 
off the ‘it’s racing’ cliche; which doesn’t mean a 
great deal but does offer a flimsy explanation of 
a number of freak and usually unfair occurrenc¬ 
es that can happen when man and machinery 
enter a competitive arena. The admiration for 
the effort that Tixier applied to his title charge 
that fell within such tight margins of points and 
opportunity can be matched by respect (and 
disbelief in several senses such as his come¬ 
back and the cause of his injury in the first 
place) for Herlings. It truly was a grandstand 
finale in Mexico and while my original point was 
that it can be hazardous to predict what will 
happen in sport I’m quite sure then we will not 
see a similar set of circumstances appear any 
time soon. 
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I was so good at BMX that it came to 
a time when I wanted to ride motor¬ 
cycles. It felt like the right progression. When 
I got on a dirtbike I could see around me that 
the level was so high. From when I was six un¬ 
til twelve-thirteen I was always at the front in 
BMX. When I started motocross I had to begin 
from zero; I saw what those who started BMX 
late were going through! I was like ‘wow’. I nev¬ 
er thought ‘will I make it?’ I just rode the bike 
until there was no fuel left in the tank. When 
I was at school I used to daydream about my 
cornering, or how I would take a jump better. I 
was only jumping in the beginning. I could not 
corner! Motocross was all about the air for me. 

In 2007 when I first came to GPs 

people were telling me to take it easy, that I 
was going to crash. They were not used to my 
riding style! 

How often do I ride the bike? it depends 
on the next Grand Prix as well as my condi¬ 
tion and the possibilities I have to actually get 
out due to weather and stuff. If I am riding 
Saturday and Sunday [at a GP] then it can be 
anything from three times to zero in the week. 
Between the back-to-back rounds in Qatar and 
Thailand earlier this year I didn’t ride at all but 
then at other times when I want to do some 
hard training or enjoy the bike then it’s a few 
times. 

I’m 24 but I’ve been riding so long 
now that it is a job. When some friends 
want to go out or head late to the restaurant 
and I have a hard day or training the next day 
then I know I cannot go. I have to make sac¬ 
rifices. I enjoy the riding a lot but sometimes 
it can be tough. On the other side of the coin 
I kinda like that motocross is something that 
pushes me to the limit. It is my passion. I try 


to combine lives. I want to train and I have to 
train hard but I also want to ride some BMX 
with friends sometimes. It is about listening to 
your body and following the best way. 

Cycling, BMX, enduro...things on 
bikes are fun to me. Something like Jetsk- 
ing - because I am from the south of France 
- means hooking it on the back of the car and 
finding a quiet beach, then cleaning everything 
afterwards; it is a lot of hassle that pisses me 
off. I love karting. I have a friend who drives for 
Porsche and we go karting together. I already 
have to pack and carry enough stuff around for 
my job so when it comes to ‘playing’ then I like 
the easy life. Where I live there is such nice 
countryside and it is good to go for a walk with 
my fiancee Clementine or take the mountain 
bikes on the trails. There are some that are 
quite sketchy and are a lot of fun to do. I like to 
be outside. Rarely will I be inside doing noth¬ 
ing! 

I’m not someone who gets mad at 
people. In 2007, my first year tasting some 
Grands Prix, I was running in second place at 
Namur [Grand Prix of Belgium] and we had 
a mechanical problem. The bike stopped in 
front of everybody but I pushed it back. I don’t 
tend to get stressed in normal life or my rac¬ 
ing. I feel like I can control my emotions. It is 
like I see myself from the outside; like on a 
film. Having said that I can lose it sometimes: 

I remember a case of road rage where I was so 
upset that I was ready to hit this person’s car 
with my own and one time when a friend was 
nearly mugged outside a restaurant and I was 
ready to fight. This season we had a problem 
while I was leading in Italy. I knew it was bad 
luck...but then the good luck will come my way 
at some point. 
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I'm tall and I ride a 450 well. So did 
I stay on the 250 too long? Maybe it is 
true but I don’t regret anything because I’m 
not someone who looks back and reconsiders. 
My choices have made me the person I am 
now. At the time I was looking to go and race 
in America. That option has not disappeared 
for me. Riding the 250s in the AMA would 
have been a bit easier because you don’t have 
such a long championship compared to the 
450s. As a kid I was dreaming about it [riding 
in the AMA]. Finally I did not have the oppor¬ 
tunity. There were chances to go but not the 
golden opportunity I was looking for with good 
material, right people, good area and training 
tracks; all those elements that go into making 
the difference. 

I would say the most important per¬ 
son in my career is my fiancee Clem¬ 
entine. We know each other so well that 
sometimes it feels like we don’t need words. 
We first got together in 2007 and the form and 


conditioning I have now is down to her. 

My lowest moment was the 28th Au¬ 
gust, 2008 when I broke my tibia and 
fibula in Dunkirk, northern France. A 

few weeks before I heard that my factory team 
- Molson Kawasaki - might be stopping. I 
asked the mechanic and the manager and they 
said the rumour was not true. So then I went 
riding, broke my leg and it finished the year. I 
had been having a bad season with a broken 
hand and collarbone and then the leg. I was 
trying to reach the top too quickly. I had a two 
year contract but two days after the accident 
I was in hospital and someone from the team 
came to see me to say they were pulling out. I 
said to my mechanic and my trainer right then 
“I’m in the shit”. They said “no, no” but I knew 
it would be hard. The good money I got from 
Molson I invested into a ride with Bud Racing 
to pay some mechanics and get people around 
me for the best attempt to come back in 2009. 



























GAUTIER PAULIN 







In my first years I was trying too 
much and with the wrong approach. 

If I was on the bike then it was four hours not 
one, if I was running it was 110% not 75%, if I 
went to gym then it was to do more than my 
team-mate, if I was training then it was only 
to be faster than the guy next to me. This is 
the kind of person I was. I was alone with no 
driving licence and having to follow everyone. 

I was really too serious! I was riding Lommel 
[notorious Belgian sand track] when nobody 
was there. One time I nearly landed on the 
back of the tractor driven by the old guy who 
looks after the track; it was almost night time! 

The best period of my career I think 
is now. I love what I do. I don’t think I can 
pinpoint one moment where I can say ‘that 
was the best of my life’ I try to live everyday 
like that and try not to think ‘it was better be¬ 
fore’. 

I can remember well one of the best 
lessons I learned. I was training so hard 
before the 2009 season and it was on a track 
that was really rough. Crazy. My team-mate, 
David Vuillemin [experienced Pro, former AMA 
SX race winner] was there but did not want to 
ride that track. I was doing motos and get¬ 
ting on with the job. Suddenly I crashed and I 
thought I had broken my hand. I learned from 
Vuillemin, who had such a good career, about 
the best time to make an analysis and make 
important decisions. We spoke a lot together 
and I knew I had to think more about my 
preparation programme. It was a good lesson. 

Being a star? I love the reactions 
from the fans. Sometimes they come up 
to me and they don’t know what to say. They 
have forgotten how to make a photo and it is 
very strange and humbling to see. I remem¬ 
ber being in Brazil and I gave a shirt to a fan, 
a girl who was in a wheelchair, and I went to 
have a photo with her when she pulled herself 
up by putting her arms around me. I couldn’t 
believe that. I was really ‘hit’ by seeing how 
happy she was. There are not many words to 
describe those moments. We are in this job 


to win but that contact with people who are 
your fans is really special, almost better than 
a victory. You do get some who come up and 
ask for the jersey because it is for their collec¬ 
tion or museum and they want one every year, 
if you don’t hand over then you are a ‘fucking 
wanker’ and I really hate this. I want to make 
everyone happy and I like giving my jerseys 
away but some people ask for ‘the hand and 
want to take the arm’. There are others who 
expect nothing. A girl in Italy near the start of 
the season came up to me and said “Gautier, 
this is for you” and it was a four leaf clover and 
then she just left. I won the first moto. I wanted 
to give her a full kit afterwards but the luck 
ran out with the engine problem we had while 
leading the second race! 

At the beginning of my career people would 
come up and talk to me like they knew me, 
and it was weird to get used to. In one way you 
do not know a person at all, but in another you 
have direct contact because at least one of you 
knows all about the other because of the sport. 
Fans might wait six months or a year to see 
or to try and talk to you and it is so strange 
to think about. Some are pretty devoted! They 
get complete replica gear or I’ve had parents 
telling me that their son is doing BMX because 
of me and even one who said he named his 
son after me! Now there is a lot of fuss over 
the tattoo...I like tattoos and I have a friend 
who has a shop. I started doing a bit in 2010 
but recently another buddy from my BMX days 
wanted me to give him a design so I did it 
and published on social media. I was passing 
the shop in Cannes the other week and a guy 
came running out and said “Are you Gautier 
Paulin?! I want a tattoo!” I’ve had messages 
from other people as well...so maybe I will 
have a career after my racing. I need to get 
better but it’s pretty cool. 

You need to make things happen in 
life. You need to have some luck but you also 
need to make good decisions. If you want 
something then maybe you will not get it. But 
if you really work for it then there is a 90% 
chance. Perhaps you cannot control that other 
10% but I’m OK with that. 



GAUTIER PAULIN 



Gautier Paulin is heavily linked with another 
factory team for 2015 and will certainly leave 
the works Kawasaki crew after three years. No 
announcement has been released regarding 
his link with HRC and a return to the Italian 
outfit that gave him his Grand Prix debut back 
in 2007 but we asked the questions anyway. 
With HRC unlikely to formally present their MX 
line-up until the new year in Japan there is a 
long time to wait until GP can ruminate on this 
latest career chapter. So with limitations then 
here is what Gautier had to say... 

Was the decision to leave KRT - a team that 
many people regarded as ‘your own ’ - made 
in the search of a fresh motivation? Or per¬ 
haps a different challenge ahead? 

I’m always really motivated but sometimes 
there is a compromise. For me it is not about 
changing direction to find new motivation - 
nothing like that - but it is about having the 
best everyday and getting the best from peo¬ 
ple. To be at the front you need to have ‘power’ 
and to find the good things behind you. In 
motocross, like every sport, each day, week 
and season is different. A championship is 
never the same. Maybe only the structure and 
the awning of a team is [the same]. I am just 
listening to the voice in my mind telling me 
what I should do...and normally it is right. 

So you wanted to reach for something higher 
or better...? 

To be really honest...the move has not been 
announced so it is hard to speak with you for 
this interview! When I went to KRT everybody 
was saying: “he goes there for the money”. It 
was in 2011 there were no results and people 
were just talking badly about the direction I 
was taking...now they think it is the best team. 
Did I make a good job? I think so. I believe 
I am not stupid and I know what I want and 
where I want to go. That team [KRT] is great. 


We built a brand new set-up. Only the truck 
was the same. On one side I felt like I needed 
to change but the people don’t need to think 
that it is again about the money...like they did 
in ’ll. It isn’t about that. All I focus on is the 
best thing for my results and I showed that 
with my results and belief three years ago. 

You have made a step up each time; from 
Honda to factory Kawasaki then from Bud 
to Yamaha and from Yamaha to Kawasaki 
in MXGP so I guess you are doing the same 
again... 

You are the first one to say it. People have to 
open their eyes. You were there when I left 
Yamaha and could see that people were talking 
so badly. I tried the standard bike [Yamaha] 
and I thought ‘wow, there is a lot of work’ but 
I was ready for it and for the challenge and we 
did our best with that prototype engine. We 
won races. I could have gone anywhere that 
year in ’ll and it was the same this time. I had 
options and I think I am going to the best, I’m 
sure. 

Do you think your fans should be excited for 
the season(s) ahead? 

Yes, but you always find somebody who talks 
well and others badly and usually it is from be¬ 
hind a keyboard. I know that people in France 
have been talking badly about the Nations 
team because there were quite a few riders to 
choose from. I know who I am, where I came 
from and what I want to do. When I was injured 
this season it gave me time to discover and set 
up some new sports and exercise so I think it 
will be a fun winter of preparation. It will be my 
seventh as a Pro; it seems crazy it has gone so 
fast. I love racing but I also like training on my 
own. 


Earlier this year you were the fastest and 
strongest I’ve seen yet. So how disappoint¬ 
ing was it to crash and get injured in Valken- 
swaard and ultimately lose any chance of the 
championship? 

I would not say I was happy to watch Spain 
[the next round] but it was like this. I knew I 
was in a bad situation when I woke up in the 
ambulance because my shoulder was hang¬ 
ing very low and my hand was a mess. I knew 
I needed an operation on both without having 
an x-ray. It is hard. Especially to break that 
routine I love of having a good race and then 
Monday the whole recovery and rest for the 
next meeting. I was in a position where I was in 
pain and Clementine had to drive and we were 
doing thousands of kilometres to get home and 


then do all the rehab. I was glad that she was 
behind me but getting hurt is part of this sport 
unfortunately. My life when I was injured was 
harder than when I was racing because I had 
to do so much to come back quickly and to 
stay fit. So, to answer your question, I wasn’t 
super-disappointed but it was not an easy 
time. It wasn’t the end of the world. Everything 
happens for a reason. 

But you were closer than ever to touching the 
championship... 

It will come later! 
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CALLING RYAN... 

By Steve Matthes 


T he news that nine-time AMA Supercross 
and Motocross champion Ryan Villopoto 
has chosen to race the World Championships 
next year certainly puts a big jolt into the mo¬ 
tocross world for 2015. This news, expected 
to be signed this week in California and made 
official at the Motocross des Nations, is some¬ 
thing that’s been going on behind the scenes 
for a long time and it’s certainly a huge gain for 
European motocross fans. 

After wrapping up his fourth straight Monster 
Energy Supercross title this year it was an¬ 
nounced that Villopoto would miss the Lucas Oil 
Pro Motocross season because of a knee prob¬ 
lem that started flaring up early in the super¬ 
cross season and became more and more of an 
issue as the series went on. 

Villopoto went under the knife and the dam¬ 
age inside the knee was worse than expected. 
The meniscus inside the already-repaired joint 
was shot as were a couple of ligaments. The 
recovery was such that being ready to go for the 
2015 supercross season was unrealistic. Along 
with the knee problems, Villopoto himself began 
to contemplate life without the daily grind of 
American motocross. He was looking to take his 


titles, his place in the sport secure and his mil¬ 
lions of dollars and retire back to his home state 
of Washington. The man has worked very hard 
for a long time and has earned every dollar he’s 
ever made. 

Only one problem with this- Villopoto was under 
contract with Kawasaki for the 2015 season. He 
had committed to a season of racing and with 
his feet being held to the flames a little bit to 
fulfill this deal, Villopoto has taken on perhaps 
his biggest challenge yet. 

The allure of a less demanding schedule in Eu¬ 
rope appealed to Ryan and his wife Kristen. The 
American racing scene is 29 races (indoors and 
out) in 36 weekends while the Grand Prix’s are 
17 races in 29 weeks [plus some pre-season In¬ 
ternationals - Ed]. It’s a much more spread out 
calendar with less travel week in and week out. 
Villopoto started thinking that if he was going to 
have to race in 2015, why not enjoy it as much 
as you can and see the world? 

In some people’s eyes, there’s much to risk for 
Villopoto in making this move. As the multi-time 
American champion it’s generally regarded that 
he is the best motocross rider in the world. 



Hear me out here. 

The amount of racers over the years that have 
used the Grand Prix’s as a stepping-stone to get 
to America is much greater than going the other 
way. As a Canadian living in America, I believe 
that one can look at the migration of World 
Champions to the American racing scene and 
with the exception of Stefan Everts and Antonio 
Cairoli, point to the fact that whatever it is, mon¬ 
ey, prestige, spotlight - something brings most 
of the great GP riders to this country. Although 
the ultimate battle of American racing versus 
European racing has been fought on message 
boards all over the world and your opinion of my 
theory oftentimes depends on where you live. 

Back to the risk for Ryan. The duel is set - it will 
now be the nine-time American champion meets 
the eight-time World Champion Cairoli in what 
will have the bench racers everywhere drooling. 

If Villopoto wins, most will say that is what he’s 
supposed to as the great big American moto- 
cross champion. If he loses to Cairoli (or any 
other very fast European motocrosser) then the 
fact that Villopoto couldn’t beat the best will be 
a little tarnish on his otherwise amazing career. 


Here’s the thing though: Ryan Villopoto has 
never once cared about his legacy, his spot in 
motocross history or whether this guy or that 
guy could beat him. I know him well, I’ve spent 
a lot of time with him at the races and at his 
home (probably more than any other journal¬ 
ist in the world) and I can tell you -100% - that 
if he loses, he’ll not give it one thought or be 
depressed one bit. If he wins, he won’t gloat, he 
won’t hold it over any European fans or riders. 
He’s there to do a job and give it his all. Win or 
lose, he’ll know he did all he could do to try and 
be the first American to win a world title since 
Bobby Moore in 1994. 

I can’t wait to see how this is going to shape 
up, looks like I’ve got to pack my bags and head 
over to see some epic racing next year. 





VALENTINO ROSSI SNIFFED A GOLDEN CHANCE AT THE CIRCUIT DEDICATED TO HIS 
LATE FRIEND AND ALSO THE CLOSEST RING OF ASPHALT TO HIS HOME TOWN ON THE 
ADRIATIC COAST. MISANO WAS A FANTASTIC SETTING FOR YAMAHA’S FIRST VICTORY OF 
THE YEAR. IT ALSO DREW OUT A CHINK IN MARC MARQUEZ’S EXCEPTIONAL ARMOUR... 


By Gavin Emmett, Photos by Martin Heath www.martinheathphoto.com 
















M isano started with Friday practice having been com¬ 
pletely washed out by heavy rain and Saturday’s 
morning session on a green track coupled with the lack 
of set-up time in decent conditions meant it was tough to 
call he would run out victorious on Sunday. 


The Yamahas had looked strong, backed up by Lorenzo 
taking his first pole of the year and Rossi on the front 
row for the first time. Sandwiched between them was the 
Ducati of Andrea lannone and it was not out of the realms 
of possibility that he or factory colleague Andrea Dovizio- 
so could be in the mix, given they had tested at Misano 
recently and had both been positive about the outcome. 


With Marquez off the front row for the first time in a year, 
the Spaniard knew he had to get in amongst the Yamaha 
riders early on to make sure he had a chance come the 
later stages. As Lorenzo powered away from pole, he and 
Rossi became involved in an almighty tussle for second. 
Marquez made an audacious pass into the fast curvone 
only for Rossi to immediately snap back. 


The Yamaha looked strong in the crucial final two sectors 
on track, and the duo jockeyed for position lap after lap. 
They continued to do so once they had both made it past 
Lorenzo, whose uncharacteristic choice of the hard front 
tyre looked to have backfired. 


However as Marquez tried to keep up with the searing 
pace of Rossi at the front, he stepped one inch out of line 
too much, clipping a white line and dropping his bike for 
the first time in a race since Mugello last year. The reign¬ 
ing champ had tried to hold in the clutch, but he needed 
assistance from the marshals to restart, and then had a 
lonely ride trying to catch the back-markers. 


Rossi then only had his team-mate to worry about, and 
although the gap between them stayed steady at around 
two and a half seconds, Lorenzo never got the advantage 
he craved at the end of the 27 laps. 


In front of a passionate crowd of over 50,000, Rossi could 
cruise to the line to the acclaim of his public, many of 
whom spilled onto the track to celebrate with him under 
the podium. 
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It took Rossi to his 81st MotoGP win, and 107th career win 
and more significantly perhaps, his first in over 14 months. 
Cue mayhem, Italian pride, a sea of yellow, and partying long 
into the night. 

Moto2 didn’t quite deliver as it had last time out in Silver- 
stone. It had looked like we would get more of the same with 
the Marc VDS teammates Kallio and Rabat starting from the 
top two spots. The Finn blasted away from the line to open 
up a second gap over his team-mate that the Spaniard spent 
the race trying to close down. Ricky Cardus was the fly in the 
ointment after a best-ever run in third, but as Zarco passed 
him others also got involved, and the Spaniard unfortunately 
came a cropper. 

After Rabat had closed right down on Kallio at the front the 
punters were rubbing their hands at the prospect of another 
clash of fairings between the team-mates but an unchar¬ 
acteristic error from the leader allowed the title favourite 
through easily, and he couldn’t be stopped before getting to 
the line. 

Despite his tyre issues Kallio did take second to salvage 
some pride, with Frenchman Zarco trailing behind for a cred¬ 
itable third. 

Flaving seen his championship lead dented by the Estrella 
Galicia boys at Silverstone, Jack Miller got a fantastic launch 
from his seventh pole of the year. Flowever last season’s race 
winner Alex Rins had looked strong all weekend and having 
chased down the Aussie, the Spaniard took the lead on lap 
four. A front trio of Rins, Marquez and Oliveira began to pull 
away as Miller became mired in a battle with Spanish duo 
Vinales and Vazquez. The Australian was desperate to keep 
in the hunt for victory, and as he broke free of the pesky two¬ 
some, his cause was helped by Oliveira crashing out heavily 
at turn 6. 

Miller chipped away, but without the benefit of a vital slip¬ 
stream, it was in vain. Rins and Marquez were taking their 
in-house battle to the wire. It was both a team manager’s 
nightmare and dream as they diced for the advantage, with 
Marquez eventually making his move at the fastest corner on 
the track with just over a lap to go. 

Stalking him for the final lap, Rins made his team-mate 
regret his decision to go early, passing him back at the same 
corner before powering to the flag. With Miller taking third, 
just 20 points separate the trio. Last year’s runner-up Rins 
perhaps looking the strongest after two wins in succession. 
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CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

3 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Andrea Dovizioso, ITA 

Ducati 

5 

Andrea lannone, ITA 

Ducati 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

13 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez 

289 

2 

Dani Pedrosa 

215 

3 

Valentino Rossi 

214 

4 

Jorge Lorenzo 

177 

5 

Andrea Dovizioso 

142 



Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Esteve Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 

2 

Mika Kallio, FIN 

Kalex 

3 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Cat. Suter 

4 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

Kalex 

5 

Thomas Luthi, SUI 

Suter 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Alex Rins, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Alex Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

3 

Jack Miller, AUS 

KTM 

4 

Isaac Vinales, SPA 

KTM 

5 

Enea Bastianini, ITA 

KTM 


Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

13 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Esteve Rabat 

258 

2 

Mika Kallio 

236 

3 

Maverick Vinales 

179 

4 

Dominique Aegerter 

133 

5 

Thomas Luthi 

103 


Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP AFTER 

13 of 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jack Miller 

195 

2 

Alex Marquez 

186 

3 

Alex Rins 

175 

4 

Efren Vazquez 

151 

5 

Romano Fenati 

140 




























































































For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@ontrackoffroad.com 
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THE THIRD COMING... 

By Gavin Emmett 


T here was a time when witnessing a Valentino 
Rossi victory in his home country was as 
normal as a tight-trousered Carabinieri; some¬ 
thing you get very used to seeing when you’re in 
Italy but which nonetheless continues to cause 
infinite joy...for some! 

From the laddish enthusiasm of his blow-up 
doll pillion after his first home win back in 1997, 
to the mastery of a seventh consecutive win at 
Mugello in 2008 (the year of the ‘face’ helmet) 

- when the Tavullian gives his adoring army 
of canary-clad supporters something to cheer 
about, he usually does it with style. 

The last time he had provided his tifosi with 
such delights, however, was the now infamous 
‘donkey-ears’ victory of Misano in 2009. He had 
been rueful after a costly error in Indianapolis 
had halved his championship lead over Jorge 
Lorenzo, but whilst his helmet bore his self-dep¬ 
recation as an ‘ass’, his sublime performance 
told us otherwise - it was Rossi back to his best. 

Unbelievably - or maybe quite believably de¬ 
pending on your point of view - that was the last 
time Rossi had won on home turf, and the five- 
year gap hinted that this weekend’s triumph in 
Misano didn’t have the same sense of inevitabil¬ 
ity as his seven-in-a-row did. 

That meant the unbridled delight of Rossi, his 
crew, his loyal pals and faithful masses was 
palpable, but the relief that he was once again 
capable of beating the best was even more 
acute. I spoke to Rossi post-race, and he admit¬ 
ted that after a Saturday morning free practice 


in which he was quickest and others struggled 
to match his consistency he “smelled blood” 
and that gave him an extra impetus that he kept 
up throughout the weekend. 

Unlike Assen last year, when Lorenzo was nurs¬ 
ing a broken collarbone, there will be no aster¬ 
isk next to this triumph. It was won fairly and 
squarely out on track. Rossi is adamant he 
would have won had Marquez not crashed out, 
something hard to argue given the manner of 
his feat. He wasn’t too bothered that the cham¬ 
pionship leader did though, adding that when 
he saw the Spaniard’s name disappear from his 
pit board he said to himself sarcastically, “Now 
that’s a REAL shame...!” 

There had been many doubters within the pad- 
dock about the Doctor’s chances of ever winning 
again but he had shown enough this season to 
suggest that given the right set of circumstances 
he could at the very least battle for the top 
spot. The manner of his quickfire return passes 
on Marquez, who eventually succumbed to the 
pressure the Italian had exerted - like a latter- 
day Sete Gibernau - proved that Rossi was back 
to his entertaining peak. 

It is the fourth race in a row that the two 
Yamaha factory riders have stood together on 
the podium, and clearly the team have made 
some serious progress from the beginning of 
the campaign when such thoughts were merely 
a pipe dream. It bodes well for MotoGP that we 
once again have four riders capable of victory at 
the front, and a 25-pointer from his team-mate 
Jorge Lorenzo can surely not be too far away. 




SBK 


MIELANDRI 

ON THE MOVE 

WINS FOUR AND FIVE OF THE SBK CAMPAIGN ARRIVED AT JEREZ FOR MARCO MIELANDRI 
IN THE DWINDLING 2014 SCHEDULE. JUST TWO ROUNDS AND FOUR RACES IN FRANCE 
AND QATAR REMAIN AND THE 31 POINT LEAD THAT DEFENDING CHAMP TOM SYKES HOLDS 
OVER THE ITALIAN’S APR I LI A TEAM-MATE SYLVAIN GU INTO LI MEANS THAT MELANDRI’S 
DEFEAT OF THE FRENCHMAN IN SPAIN COULD PROVE CRITICAL BY THE SEASON’S END... 
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T WITH THE SHINY... 

By Graeme Brown www.geebeeimages.photoshelter.com 



A fter a summer break that would have had a 
school teacher scratching around wondering 
what to do, the Superbike World Championship 
headed to the southern tip of Spain, and Jerez de 
la Frontera, for what has turned into a mad dash 
for the line. 

A week or so ago it was confirmed that there 
would be no South African race for what should 
have been round 13 of 14. I don’t think it was 
much of a surprise to many but it means that we 
are just down to 12 fixtures and with no race in 
Russia in two weeks time we now have another 
extended break till the next race in Magny Cours 
at the start of October. I will need to get my mum 
to buy me another pair of new school shoes! 

Aprilia were strong in Spain and Marco Melandri 
climbed the top step of the podium in both races, 
ahead of his team-mate Sylvain Guintoli. The 
Frenchman is the nearest title contender to Kawa¬ 
saki’s Tom Sykes and led both outings for a fair 
distance until his diminutive team-mate muscled 
past in typically aggressive fashion. Most observ¬ 
ers in the paddock found it pretty amazing that, 
having lost two points scoring opportunities in the 
run-in, Melandri would deprive his team-mate of 
10 extra points. No one likes to see direct team 
orders but in most sports unspoken favours are 
given out and eventually returned sometime in 
the future. Not in the Italian’s book clearly. It will 
be interesting to watch and see if and when that 
‘favour’ is returned. 

The other paddock chatter was over the contract 
shufflings around the Kawasaki team. During 
the break Tom Sykes signed a new deal that will 
keep him as a KRT rider until the end of 2016. 
Maybe the ruckus in Malaysia had a bearing as 
team-mate Baz, who was thought to be staying 
put, has found a seat on an Open class Honda at 
the Aspar team in MotoGP. His current ride would 
appear to be heading the way of Jonathan Rea. 


Rea has ridden Hondas for most of his career and 
has in the past raced the RCV213V as a stand in 
for an injured Casey Stoner. He was always seen 
as a likely choice if Honda were to take someone 
from the Superbike paddock to MotoGP. It seems 
ironic that he should move to Kawasaki where 
the departing rider is off to take up a seat on a 
Honda. The cynics were quick to say that As¬ 
par was not so much signing a rider as MotoGP 
signing a French passport, but Baz is a winner 
in the Superbike class and should be more than 
capable of holding his own in the Open category 
at Grand Prix level. All of this has to be confirmed 
of course. 



For me Jerez's big winners, and subsequently 
also losers, were the newly crowned Champions 
in the European Superstock 600 class, Marco 
Faccani, and Michael van der Mark in the Su¬ 
persport class. In days gone by champions were 
presented with lavish and famously heavy tro¬ 
phies to loft above their heads. It made a great 
photograph. So pre-race instruction for yours 
truly from Pata Honda press supremo Steve 
Booth, was that, everything going to plan, don’t 
rush off, MvdM would have two separate t-shirts 
to wear on the podium whilst hoisting the trophy. 
Some co-ordination with Dorna officials ensued 
and all was set for Sunday. Although, the trophies 
had gone! “That was Flammini era, this is Dorna 
era!” bemoaned the official Championship pho¬ 
tographer. Instead the Champions are now given 
a large laurel wreath to wear on the podium. I 
did have a quiet laugh as our Steve frantically 
gesticulated behind the podium that he wanted 
a picture with a trophy. Not to be. Mickey didn’t 
seem to care however. 
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By Adam Wheeler 

Photos by Clemens Bolz/Scott Sports 


OTOR GETS PEDDLING AFTER ARNAUD TONUS 
IN A VISIT TO SCOTT SPORTS IN SWITZERLAND 
AND A LOOK AT SOME APPEALING NEW GEAR 
FOR 2015. THERE WAS BLOOD INVOLVED. 
HERE’S WHAT WE LEARNT... 






2015 SCOTT 














I t seemed like a good idea. Scott were qui¬ 
etly unveiling some of their 2015 catalogue 
to three of their key European athletes in the 
forms of Rockstar Suzuki’s Clement Desalle, 
CLS Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Arnaud Tonus 
and Red Bull Freestyler Matt Rebeaud. Why not 
accept an invitation to ride one of those sump¬ 
tuous mountain bikes, have a tour of the facil¬ 
ity that leads the design of said products and 
also look at the fresh line of off-road and tour¬ 
ing wares that Scott will flood dealer shelves 
with in the coming months. 

Desalle is fascinated by his first visit to the 
humble facility at Givisiez and his enthusiasm 
when talking to Optics Product Manager Lukas 
Laedrach is clear when the cheeky Belgian 
snares a pare of limited edition Trey Canard 
goggles from the Scott man’s private collec¬ 
tion. The distinctive yellow shade too irresisti¬ 
ble it would seem. Swiss duo Tonus and Re¬ 
beaud have previously visited the HQ that was 
opened in 1978 and has grown from 35 staff to 
over 160 in that time. 

Desalle is nursing a sore wrist less than twen¬ 
ty-four hours after his scary crash at the Italian 
Grand Prix (that would later turn out to be a 
scaphoid break and wreck the Suzuki racer’s 
ambitions of challenging for the 2014 MXGP 
crown) and this rules him out of the suppos¬ 
edly relaxed mountain bike ride around some 
of the local downhill drops of the scenic loca¬ 
tion close to Bern. 

OTOR is game. Especially when we are given a 
brand new Spark 910 to play with on the track 
outside the building. Light and responsive it’s 
one of the sweetest mountain bikes we’ve had 
the pleasure to swing a leg over. Except the 
clip on pedals don’t sync too easily with a pair 
of trainers. This would lead to some painful 
moments later on. 

Following an eager Thomas Raemy from 
Scott’s marketing department and Arnaud 
around the roads and into the woods it all 


seems quite easy, until we hit the trails and 
I take more than my share of risks to keep 
up. At first the ever-genial Tonus is content 
to watch my rear wheel but after a tree root 
causes a major unsaddle and I lose a small 
chunk of skin on my Achilles, the soon-to-be 
Pro Circuit athlete takes over following Thom¬ 
as’ lead. It is then a desperate task of catch¬ 
up, near-misses and some moments when it is 
all too much and a few of the uphills have to 
be negotiated on foot. At least I didn’t get quite 
so lost. Arnaud is good spirited about it all and 
Thomas grabs a few snaps that are not overly 
embarrassing. I was quick to cite my age and 
relative lack of experience for the malaise but 
then felt like too many excuses for my slow¬ 
ness would be fairly pathetic. 



The times when I could stay with Tonus and 
watch him bouncing over holes, rocks and 
wood (while I just held on, cursed the pedals 
and prayed the tree trunks would not get too 
close) I was afforded a wonderful close-up of 
how a professional motorcycle racer can ma¬ 
nipulate a piece of two-wheeled engineering. 
Tonus has one of the nicest riding styles in 
Grand Prix and I appreciated catching snippets 
of that flow and strength and confidence. 

Sweaty and bloody, my ordeal - tiring, fun and 
sometimes scary - is over when we head back 
to Scott after almost an hour. I loved the Spark 
and it wouldn’t be the first of Scott’s commodi¬ 
ties that would leave an impression. A quick 
clean up precedes lunch and then we are taken 
on a tour... 
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While it appears that the staff at Givisiez are 
wedged into their departments there is a 
relaxed and evidently efficient feeling about 
the workspace. We head through conference 
and demonstration areas and into marketing, 
graphics, design, bicycles and more. In graph¬ 
ics and communications (ten people) they 
even print and cut the stickers for the proto¬ 
type bicycle frames and all of Scott’s bikes are 
made in the EU. 

We see cases of Scott’s association in other 
sports. Their link with the Red Bull Formula 
One team, for example, as technical partners 
extends to the manufacture of the goggles and 
helmets for the pit crew and the provision of 
bicycles for the drivers. They also had affilia¬ 
tions in WRC in the McRae era and the Dakar 


with Peterhansel when the rally was run in 
Africa. 

The engineering department is a curious place 
and we cannot help but peek at some of the 
computer screens to see what work is going 
on. Scott are renowned for the quality of their 
goggles in motocross and the crew here can 
actually knock out 3D prints of prototypes. 
They also work on CADs and the finished files 
are sent through to Mattighofen for production. 
“We are the link between the functionality and 
the fantasy,” we are told “the product teams 
have a dream and ask us to make it happen.” 

Scott reaches a worldwide distribution web 
and on the walls are the new ‘image-emotion’ 
artwork for the 2015 marketing campaign; 



















catching the products in distinctive shots and 
slogans. Scott is a company specialising in 
activity and leisure. All the staff are young and 
active in accordance. “A lot of people who work 
here are ex-competitors,” says Sales and Ex¬ 
port Manager Pascal Pouly. “The VP himself is 
a former cycling champion. When you are de¬ 
veloping a product it is good to have that first¬ 
hand experience and you need young people to 
keep alive, up with the trends and in sync with 
the kinds of things young athletes need.” 

“The marketing department is something that 
has really grown,” he adds as Thomas grabs 
some snaps of the athletes to upload to Scott’s 
Facebook page (over quarter of a million likes 
for the Product/Service segment). 

Scott have their roots in the snow and winter- 
sports but it’s clear that it is the bicycles that 
not only excite Tonus and co but also occupy 
a lot of the company’s current focus. “The bike 
division is seeing blue sky,” confirms Pouly. 
“Cycling, whether it is for sport, fun or for 
something like getting to work is a trend.” 

“Motorsport is tougher at the moment,” he 
admits. “Our motorsport division is not the 
biggest that we have, but it is one of the oldest 
and most important. I know the business and 
distribution well for this area and it feels like 
the riders generally are getting older and then 
they have specific requests. It is one reason 
why we have put emphasis on the adventure 
and touring motorcycling market. That sector 
also comes from our roots of off-road and ad¬ 
venture. We have a feeling for it and it is amaz¬ 
ing how many motorcycles of this type you see 
on the road now. These guys are not going for 
speed but just to enjoy the freedom and might 
hit a light gravel path now and again. We see 
more of these guys on the road because it is 
more difficult now for the ‘sport’ guys to be out 
there.” 

Back to the bicycles though and Vice President 
Pascal Ducrot gives more insight. “The turno¬ 
ver we do with bikes today is on another level,” 
he says. “It is around 70% of the turnover so 
we do more based in that area.” 


“We only do sports where we are only active 
ourselves,” Ducrot continues. “We would not 
go into golf or something. We have to have a 
passionate team behind it. We went into run¬ 
ning about six years ago because the winter 
season became quite short and it can be risky 
sometimes. We had to occupy the warehouse 
in the summer time also. Running was some¬ 
thing we did in our lunchtimes and we made 
a push for it and it became a valuable tool for 
our reps across the seasons.” 
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THE NEW STUFF 


In the ‘Aladdin’s Cave’ of gear that is Scott’s 
first floor showroom we get a rapid-fire tour 
of what the brand will be putting out for con¬ 
sumption until a similar period next year. The 
bench-setting Hustle and Tyrant goggles get 
a fresh raft of colour schemes. There are no 
significant updates to the actual eyewear (that 
still boast the patented fit system and adjust¬ 
able air venting) but with a twenty-four month 
cycle for innovation it is not surprising. Al¬ 
though a hint of what we might see next year 
was provided in a short and simple phrase by 
Optics Manager Laedrach when describing the 
future priority for goggles: “field of vision”. 


The theme of Goggles prompts much discus¬ 
sion and feedback from Desalle, Rebeaud and 
Tonus. The athletes want more lens, even if 
this risks the delicate compromise between 
sight and safety. The motorsport goggle must 
be as resistant as it reliable for vision. Despite 


their Pro status the riders still have their odd 
ways. “I wash and prep my goggles,” Tonus 
says. “I’ll have four or five ready for a GP but 
I can get funny about them; if I really like a 
pair then I will keep on using them through the 
weekend and don’t mind if they are a bit dirty. 
Maybe it is a mental thing but I think every 
goggle is just a little bit different.” 

“For me the future of the goggle is about the 
lens covering more or less the whole thing,” 
comments Desalle. 

Perhaps the key additions are the Junior 89Si 
Pros. Kids and youngster are often restricted to 
a rather basic set or design but now the Oxide 
lines have been replicated for youth via the 
89Sis and allow the small ones to use exactly 
the same product they see on Grand Prix and 
Supercross tracks. 












The 350 and 450 riding gear, boots and hel¬ 
mets are also updated, refreshed and co-ordi¬ 
nated through colour blocks and shades rather 
than a sequenced design. The flexibility of the 
colours means that the garments can be mixed 
and mashed and widens the options for co-or¬ 
dination. The 350 MX boot appears functional 
rather than something outstanding. 

Body protection is something where Scott are 
expanding, and understandably so after their 
Commander vest (with floating neck brace 
compatibility and link with specialists Leatt) 
was very well received. The riders say they 
prioritise weight and movement over any¬ 
thing else when it comes to protection and 
Scott’s Softcon body armour in various guises 
achieves a decent percentage of this. The ab¬ 
sorbent material weighs almost nothing but is 
soft and tough. 



The touring range involves new jackets with 
varying levels of insulation and practical use 
and their Distinct and Dualraid garments cover 
torsos, gloves and riding pants. As explained 
by Pouly this is a new area for Scott and the 
expansion and development of the technol¬ 
ogy is impressive. Trying on one or two of the 
heavy-duty jackets it is hard not to wish for 
a bigger suitcase and moment alone in the 
showroom! 


We also liked the array of gloves that Scott 
generates. From thin and sporty material and 
purposes to heavy duty arctic snowmobile 
there is a form and use to every model. As 
a wearer of Scott’s motorcycle gloves in the 
winter of Catalunya I can personally vouch for 
their insulating capabilities. Transferring their 
knowledge and experience across from the 
Scott ski division is it not hard to see why. 



The day ends with Arnaud and girlfriend Marie 
kindly offering a ride back to Geneva airport. 
Clement and his partner Andrea also jump 
into the Tonus camper and first we stop to 
watch Rebeaud in a training session for his 
tricks with a massive foam pit located a short 
distance away. The aim of the trip was to see 
inside the working operation of a company 
like Scott that penetrate several key spheres of 
sport-leisure-past times...but it also turns out 
to become a glimpse behind the sometime- 
serious veil of professional sportsmen. Bicycle 
humiliation aside (and we don’t recommend a 
sortie with a Grand Prix motocrosser if you are 
slightly rusty) it was a memorable occasion. 







One of the most interesting and innovative 
motorcycle safety products on shelves around 
the world now has a special focus on youth 
and keen junior off-roaders. 6D have come up 
with the ATR-1Y for young riders competing on 
50’s, 65’s, and 85’s. 

Their PR push for this important lid states: 

“The ATR-1Y incorporates the same Omni- 
Directional Suspension technology as its 
predecessor, the ATR-1. 6D’s proprietary patent 
pending ODS™ technology works to mitigate 
critical angular acceleration forces and low- 
threshold energy within the helmet during an 
impact, while maintaining all of the necessary 
protection for extreme impacts as well. No 
other production motorcycle helmet has this 
capability and the 6D ATR-1Y sets a new stand¬ 
ard for youth off-road motorcycle helmets. 

The ATR-1Y is available in 3 distinct graphic 
designs encompassing 5 different color op¬ 
tions. Fitment includes 3 sizes including Youth- 
Small, Youth-Medium, and Youth-Large. The 
6D ATR-1Y meets and exceeds the DOT and 
ECE certification standards.” 

For more information check out: 
www.6deurope.com/ 























FOX 


A big deal for Fox and their 2015 V4 helmets is 
the inclusion of MIPS (multi direction impact 
protection system). The layer, developed over 
fifteen years in Sweden, covers a hefty part of 
the head from within the helmet reduced ro¬ 
tational acceleration by between 20-35%. The 
patented material works by absorbing energy 
and through placement between the EPS and 
the comfort liner of the helmet. 


RODUCTS 


The V4 has been at the pinnacle of Fox’s hel¬ 
met range for several years and leads the way 
for the brand in terms of fit, venting, comfort, 
protection and, of course, style. Now with MIPS 
as another selling point the other highlights 
of the lid are: Shell - Carbon fibre shell con¬ 
struction, 4 shell and EPS sizes for a precise 
fit, Protection with dual density EPS liner, Dri 
Lex® comfort liner and 15 intake and 8 ex¬ 
haust vents for unmatched airflow. 
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TWSTEEL 

The Dutch watch brand have increased their 
profile in MotoGP over the years and since an 
initial dip into motorsports with Formula One 
since they started manufacturing some sturdy 
looking timepieces in 2005. 

TW now reach more than 100 countries 
through their distribution and deepened their 
association with Yamaha (and Valentino Rossi) 
thanks to several new models recently launch 
in the MotoGP paddock. Their literature states: 
The official TW Steel / VR|46 / Yamaha Fac¬ 
tory Racing watch collection starts with three 
desirable new models, available in November, 
including two Pilot editions TW935 (45mm) & 
TW936 (48mm), priced at 379 and 399 re¬ 
spectively, and a Tech edition, TW937 (48mm), 
priced at 799. For Yamaha fans 'TW Steel 
has produced a dynamic new six-piece watch 
collection to showcase the Yamaha Factory 
Racing brand. Naturally sporty in their appear¬ 
ance, the new designs, available in 40mm and 
45mm sizes, are priced to appeal to fans of the 
team retailing for only 99.’ 





TRIUMPH 

More desirable garments from the Triumph 
brand and their 2014 autumn/winter collection 
of t-shirts has already been feeding into deal¬ 
erships. 

Have a look online for the full range but here is 
some of the bumpf on several of the highlights: 
‘Headlining Triumph’s casual range is the 1902 
Card Tee (£28). The charcoal grey marl T-shirt 
features a faded helmet and union jack pat¬ 
terned neck gaiter motif, providing a tough, 
old-school look. For those who enjoy the iconic 
cafe racer look, Triumph’s Classic Cafe T-shirt 
(£28) won’t disappoint. Styled in black with 
a union jack embroidered ace print, vintage 
Triumph logo and chequered flag pattern, the 
T-shirt epitomises the rocker style. Triumph’s 
latest collection also features a number of 
women’s T-shirts, including the Diamante 
Script T-shirt (£28). Styled in washed black 
and featuring an emblazoned diamante Tri¬ 
umph logo, the design delivers a comfortable 
yet fitted look.’ Click on the link to see more. 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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